Durable Solutions for Urban IDPs in
Afghanistan

Urban Crisis COP UN@}HABITAT

i January 2024 FOR A BETTER URBAM FUTLIRE
Ben Flower, UN-Habitat Afghanistan



Background

40 years of conflict has resulted in mass internal displacement in Afghanistan. IOM DTM has
tracked 6.2 million IDPs in Afghanistan — a country of some 40 million.

Conflict has been the driving force of internal displacement during the two-decade war(2001-
2021); more recently droughts associated with climate breakdown have caused displacement in
Western and Northern Areas.

Many IDPs live in protracted displacement in urban informal settlements: located in hazard-

prone areas; lacking basic services, adequate housing; and subject to frequent evictions by
authorities.

UN-Habitat builds on a two-decade history supporting urban IDPs achieve durable solutions.

This presentation will provide an overview of durable solutions pathways, and provide a case
study of ongoing UN-Habitat activities.
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Case study of UN-Habitat programme under pathway 1: local
integration through HLP and climate programming

® IDP informal settlements are key sites of HLP and climate vulnerability \
because of their physical attributes, the socioeconomic characteristics of
their inhabitants, and their existence outside formal governance
systems.

® Insecure HLP rights are linked to climate vulnerability: restricting s
household and settlement upgrading investments. e

® Plot integrates HLP and climate tools in a settlement in Herat -
Afghanistan’s second largest city and the capital of the drought-prone
Western Region.

® It promotes durable solutions by strengthening land tenure and climate
resilience, providing a foundation for socioeconomic development.

® The case study settlement of Kart-E-Maiwand includes 347 households,
accounting for 1,885 people; 30 percent of households are headed by
women.
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Tool

Tenure outcome

Climate resilience outcome

Household survey

PHVCA workshop

Land use mapping

Hazard and solutions
mapping

Infrastructure investment

Cash-for-work

Capacity building of CBOs




Thank You!



